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Summer Term 2 -  2024 

PSHE Update: 

The following topics have been 
covered this half-term during 
tutor time and KS4 PSHE lessons: 

 

Year 7: Financial decision mak-
ing 

Year 8: Digital literacy 

Year 9: Employability skills 

Year 10: Work experience 

 

The Wilnecote School  
Safeguarding Newsletter 

Welcome to the final newsletter of the 2023-2024 academic year. This newsletter will mainly 
focus on ‘unseen’ men and Forced Marriage.  

This newsletter will also provides information about Summer Safety for students during the 6 
week break, including information shared by Staffordshire Police & Fire services. Also in this 
newsletter you will find support resources for mental health and wellbeing during the summer 
holidays.  

 

School Safeguarding Team: Mr Simpson, Mr Foskett, Mrs Taylor, Mrs Ager, Mr Herbert, Miss Julius & Mr Croydon 

Staffordshire Children Advice Support Service— 0800 111 8007  

You can call Staffordshire Children Advice Support Service as parent/carer or as a member of the public. If you have any concerns about a child 
you can call this number for support if you feel a child is at serious risk or harm.   

‘Unseen’ men 

Unseen men is safeguarding area which isn’t highlighted very often but can have a huge impact 
of both children and their families. In recent years the Government and NSPCC have been re-
searching the impact using case reviews.  

Men play a crucial role in their children’s development and wellbeing, significantly influencing 
the children they care for. Sometimes referred to as 'hidden' men, this terminology is mislead-
ing. These men are not hidden; they are not physically concealing themselves during practi-
tioner visits. Rather, they are 'unseen'. The principles discussed are equally applicable to wom-
en in similar caregiving roles within a household.  

Two main types of unseen men have been identified:  

• men who posed a risk to a child, which resulted in the child suffering serious harm or death  

• men who could have protected and nurtured the child in their life but were overlooked by 
professionals  

Why Do Male Caregivers Need to Be ‘Seen’? 

Male caregivers, including fathers, stepfathers, and a mother’s partners, play an essential role 
in a child’s cognitive, emotional, and physical development at every stage of life. They might 
be primary caregivers or share caregiving responsibilities.  

 

  

Safeguarding Weekly Updates: 

Remember to check the safeguarding posters that get sent weekly. These now cover online 
safety, wellbeing & mental health. 

This half-term we have covered:  

- Palworld 

- Friendly Competition 

- Physical Wellbeing 

- Gambling 

- Online trolling  

- Sharing intimate images 
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Staffordshire Children Advice Support Service— 0800 111 8007  

You can call Staffordshire Children Advice Support Service as parent/carer or as a member of the public. If you have any concerns about a child 
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Unseen men—Key Issues 
Fathers and Male Caregivers Going Unseen: An analysis of Child Safeguarding Practice Reviews 
reveals that fathers, male caregivers, and male or female partners are sometimes overlooked by 
services involved with children. Often focus on unseen men, there are also instances where female 
caregivers have committed severe harm. 

Lack of Information Sharing Between Services: Some case reviews highlight that inadequate infor-
mation sharing between agencies contributes to men being 'unseen'. For instance, practitioners in 
adult services, such as those dealing with substance misuse or mental health, may not know that a 
man they support is in contact with children and, therefore, do not share potential safeguarding 
concerns with professionals working with children and families. Fathers and male caregivers may 
also be left out of the loop regarding health or safeguarding issues involving their child due to ser-
vices communicating exclusively with mothers, preventing them from fully participating in caregiv-
ing and protection. 

Lack of Professional Engagement and Curiosity: Professionals sometimes avoid asking mothers 
about the men in a child’s life, fearing these questions might be seen as intrusive. This leads to a 
lack of awareness about the presence and involvement of adult males in the home. When practi-
tioners do meet new men in a child’s life, they often lack curiosity about their role and influence 
on the family. For example, they may not probe further into explanations provided by new male 
caregivers for changes in a child’s behavior. 

Professional Anxiety or Sensitivity: If a man in a child’s household is perceived as threatening or 
intimidating, practitioners may avoid engaging with him due to fear and anxiety, potentially miss-
ing signs of danger. This discomfort can prevent them from adequately assessing the mother's per-
sonal relationships and identifying unsafe men in the child's life. 

Over-Focus and Reliance on Mothers: Male caregivers are sometimes overlooked because some 
professionals incorrectly assume that women are the primary or sole caregivers and that men do 
not wish to be involved. Analysis of case reviews shows that services often rely on mothers to pro-
vide information about a child’s life, ignoring male caregivers who might have valuable insights or 
concerns to share. 

Overlooking the Ability of Male Carers to Provide Safe Care: Reviews indicate that both individual 
practitioners and services often fail to consider the role men could play in caring for a child. Signif-
icant male figures, such as fathers or male partners, who have the potential to provide care, are 
not always given the support they need. Male family members, such as grandfathers, who are capa-
ble of caring for the child are typically assessed only if they are perceived as a risk, rather than 
being recognised or considered as protective factors. 

This is only a brief overview, please read the additional resources for further information.  

 

Further Reading 

Child Safeguarding Practice Review 
Panel (2021) "The myth of invisible 
men": safeguarding children under 1 
from non-accidental injury caused by 
male carers.  

NSPCC Learning – Unseen Men: Learning 
from Case Reviews  

NSPCC Learning – Why Language Matters 
‘hidden’ in plain sight  

Forced Marriage  
Forcing someone into marriage is a crime in England and Wales. A forced marriage occurs when one 
or both parties do not give their full and free consent, often due to violence, threats, or other 
forms of coercion. These threats can be physical, emotional, or psychological. Lack of full and free 
consent includes situations where a person is unable to consent, such as in cases of learning disabil-
ities. Some perpetrators exploit perceived cultural practices to coerce individuals into marriage.  

Additionally, since February 2023, it has been a crime to engage in any conduct aimed at causing a 
child to marry before their 18th birthday, even if no violence, threats, or other forms of coercion 
are involved. Like the existing forced marriage law, this applies to both non-binding, unofficial 
'marriages' and legal marriages. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6141e34f8fa8f503bc665895/The_myth_of_invisible_men_safeguarding_children_under_1_from_non-accidental_injury_caused_by_male_carers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6141e34f8fa8f503bc665895/The_myth_of_invisible_men_safeguarding_children_under_1_from_non-accidental_injury_caused_by_male_carers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6141e34f8fa8f503bc665895/The_myth_of_invisible_men_safeguarding_children_under_1_from_non-accidental_injury_caused_by_male_carers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6141e34f8fa8f503bc665895/The_myth_of_invisible_men_safeguarding_children_under_1_from_non-accidental_injury_caused_by_male_carers.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/learning-from-case-reviews/unseen-men
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/learning-from-case-reviews/unseen-men
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/why-language-matters/hidden-in-plain-sight
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/why-language-matters/hidden-in-plain-sight
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Thank you & Happy Summer Holidays! 
As we reach the end of another academic year, we would like to extend our gratitude for your continued support and partnership. Your en-
gagement has been invaluable in ensuring our students keep safe.  

We wish you all a safe, enjoyable, and restful summer break. We look forward to welcoming students back for the new academic year in Sep-
tember, refreshed and ready to learn. 

Thank you once again for your support, take care! 

 

Summer Safety 

With the summer holidays upon us, we want to take this opportunity to remind everyone about the 
importance of safeguarding our children during the break. While the summer period is a time for 
relaxation and fun, it’s also crucial to remain vigilant about the safety and well-being of our young 
people. All students recently received an assembly from Mr Simpson, covering the following:  

Online Safety: With increased free time, students may spend more time online. Please ensure they 
are using the internet safely by monitoring their activity, using parental controls, and encouraging 
open conversations about the content they encounter. Remind them never to share personal infor-
mation online and to report any suspicious or inappropriate behavior. 

Physical Safety: Whether your children are engaging in outdoor activities, sports, or travel, please 
remind them of the importance of staying safe. This includes using protective gear (e.g. bike hel-
met), following traffic rules, and being aware of their surroundings. 

Mental Well-being: The transition from the structured school environment to the unstructured sum-
mer break can sometimes be challenging. Encourage your children to stay connected with friends 
and family, engage in meaningful activities, and seek help if they feel anxious or overwhelmed. 
Keeping a regular routine can also help maintain a sense of stability. 

Community Resources: Familiarise yourself with local resources that offer support and activities for 
young people during the summer. Libraries, community centers, and youth groups often provide safe 
and supervised environments for children to learn and socialise. 

Stranger Danger: Reinforce the importance of not talking to strangers and never going anywhere 
with someone they don’t know, even if they seem friendly or offer gifts. 

Healthy Habits: Encourage your children to maintain healthy habits, including regular physical activ-
ity, a balanced diet, and adequate sleep. Staying hydrated and protecting themselves from the sun 
are also crucial during the summer months. 

What3Words 
What3Words is an app/service which provides your specific location, identified by words such as 
"apple.banana.cherry." This precise addressing system can be incredibly useful for both children and emergency ser-
vices. This app was introduced during a recent assembly, this could help students if ever in danger.  

Students can use What3words to communicate their exact location quickly and easily if they are lost or in danger, 
ensuring they can be found even in areas without clear addresses. If needed, Emergency services can pinpoint the 
exact location of an incident, improving response times and accuracy in locating people in need, particularly in rural 
or unmarked areas.  
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