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Safeguarding at The Wilnecote School 
This is the perfect opportunity to bring your attention to our child protection and safeguarding 
arrangements at The Wilnecote School. This is a crucial aspect and we approach it with utmost 
seriousness. While our primary goal as a school is to support our students in achieving their 
best, we acknowledge that certain circumstances, whether within or outside of the school, can 
impact their well-being and hinder their educational experience. In rare instances, students 
may be deemed at risk of significant harm, and it is our duty to intervene. Our school's Child 
Protection and Safeguarding Policy, which can be accessed on our website, outlines our com-
mitment to providing a safe and secure environment for our students. It also emphasizes that 
our students are aware of the presence of supportive adults within the school who are ready to 
assist them if they have any concerns regarding their safety or the safety of others. To fulfill 
these objectives, we have designated safeguarding leads among our staff members. These 
individuals serve as the primary points of contact for students, parents, staff, or anyone in the 
community who may have concerns about the well-being of our students. Each of these staff 
members has undergone comprehensive training on how to address child protection concerns 
and will work closely with the students and their families to handle emerging issues with sensi-
tivity and confidentiality. 

In certain circumstances, it may be essential to involve Staffordshire Children's Advice Service 
Team when there is a concern for a student's safety. In such rare instances, we adhere to the 
guidelines provided by the Local Authority on how to proceed with making a referral. For a 
comprehensive understanding of this process, please refer to the Staffordshire Safeguarding 
Adults and Children's Board website at https://staffsscb.org.uk. Throughout the entirety of 
this procedure, we maintain close collaboration with the student, their family, and Children's 
Social Care to address and resolve the identified concerns.  

Autumn Term 2 -  2023 

PSHE Update: 

The following topics have been 
covered this half-term during 
tutor time and KS4 PSHE lessons: 

Year 7: Safety inside & outside 
of school. Career aspirations. 
Tobacco , caffeine & alcohol. 
Vaping 

Year 8: Drugs and alcohol. Food 
champions. Careers and life 
choices. Vaping 

Year 9: Substance use, alcohol 
and the law. Career goals. Vap-
ing 

Year 10: Social Media. Mental 
health. Financial decisions. 
Drugs, alcohol and the law. Vap-
ing 

Year 11: Further education ap-
plications. Gangs, drugs, alcohol 
and law. Vaping 

 

The Wilnecote School  
Safeguarding Newsletter 

Welcome to the 1st edition of our Safeguarding Newsletter, it is our aim to share this Safe-
guarding Newsletter every half-term to all parents/carers, which will be sent via email and will 
also be published on the School website.  

Our objective of this edition is to provide you with the most up-to-date and relevant assistance 
and guidance on matters that we believe will be significant to you and your family. This edition 
introduces safeguarding at The Wilnecote School,  online safety hints & tips, an introduction to 
PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education), dangers of vaping, sources of mental 
health support and guidance on Early Help on how they support families.  

We would like to take this opportunity to inform you that all of our staff received Level 1 Safe-
guarding Training in September 2023, and new staff members that join the school will also 
undergo this training. This is a statutory requirement outlined by the DfE and is underpinned by 
Keeping children safe in education 2023.  

 

School Safeguarding Team: Mr Simpson, Mr Foskett, Mrs Taylor, Mrs Ager, Mr Herbert, Miss Julius & Mr Croydon 

Staffordshire Children Advice Support Service— 0800 111 8007  

You can call Staffordshire Children Advice Support Service as parent/carer or as a member of the public. If you have any concerns about a child 
you can call this number for support if you feel a child is at serious risk or harm.   

What is PSHE? 

PSHE aims to provide children with the knowledge and skills to keep themselves happy, 
healthy and safe, as well as to prepare them for life and work. PSHE aims to give children the 
knowledge, skills and understanding they need to lead confident, healthy and independent 
lives.  
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Dangers of vaping 

At The Wilnecote School we regularly talk about the dangers of vaping to our students. The vast majority of our students would never try a vape 
but we need to mindful that some students experiment and we ask parents/carers to be vigilant at home and to support your children. It is ille-
gal to purchase a vape under the age of 18 and it illegal for anyone to vape on school site, ultimately if a student makes the decision to vape on 
school site then serious sanctions will be actioned as per the schools Behaviour Policy.  

Page 3 provides a poster explaining vaping in more detail, highlighting the risks and dangers. As a school we can support both students and their 
families. If you have concerns about addiction then speak to your GP, for additional support please contact the Pastoral Team who can support 
your child and help complete referrals for professional advice.  

LGBTQ+ Group 

As a school we pride ourselves on being inclusive and providing a supportive environment for all 
students. As such, we recently relaunched our LGBTQ+ group which meet every Thursday 
breaktime in the library with Miss Julius. This runs as a drop in session so students can come 
along every week or just every so often, everyone is welcome so please encourage your chil-
dren to come along and have a chat. Miss Julius supports all students who can check in at point 
in the week.  

School Safeguarding Team: Mr Simpson, Mr Foskett, Mrs Taylor, Mrs Ager, Mr Herbert, Miss Julius & Mr Croydon 

Staffordshire Children Advice Support Service— 0800 111 8007  

You can call Staffordshire Children Advice Support Service as parent/carer or as a member of the public. If you have any concerns about a child 
you can call this number for support if you feel a child is at serious risk or harm.   

Online Safety Policy  
At The Wilnecote School we encourage student engagement with Information and Communication Technology (ICT) as we believe that it enables 
them to learn, communicate and explore the world in new ways. Many young people are now skilled in using computers, games consoles, mobile 
phones and tablet computers. However, with this new technology we also acknowledge that there are also new risks. 

We believe that everyone in our school community is responsible for the welfare and safety of children and it is therefore crucial that all stake-
holders understand what these risks are and how we can all work together to enjoy these new technologies safely.  

Online safety is essentially about creating a safe environment when using ICT. This includes the use of the internet and social networking sites.  
Our school aim is to prevent safeguarding issues, including cyber bullying, as well as detailing how we respond to online safety issues when they 
emerge. Our new updated Acceptable Use Policy can be found on Page 8, which outlines our student expectations when using ICT resources and 
services within school. All students will receive the updated policy in January and will be expected sign the agreement.  

Online Safety Weekly Updates 
Please look out for our Online Safety Hints & Tips, these will be sent 
directly via email (ParentMail) each week and are available on the 
School website. 

The following guides an be found over the next few pages: 

-Live Streaming 

-Setting boundaries around gaming 

-TikTok 

-EAFC24 
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Acceptable Online and Social Networking Use 

The use of The Wilnecote Schools ICT resources and services is a facility granted, at the school’s discretion, to students. This AUP is essential for managing and 
sustaining the integrity of The Wilnecote School network. 

 

Student Agreement 

• I understand that the school will monitor my use of the systems, devices and digital communications.  

• I will keep my username and password safe and secure – I will not share it, nor will I try to use any other person’s username and password.  

• I understand that I’m responsible for what happens on my user area. I will never allow another student access it.  

• I will immediately report any unpleasant or inappropriate material or messages that makes me feel uncomfortable when I see it on-line or on a digital 
device. 

• I will not upload, download or access any materials which are illegal or inappropriate or may cause harm or distress to others.  

• I will not try (unless I have permission) to make large downloads or uploads that might take up internet capacity and prevent other users from being able 
to carry out their work.  

• I will not access, copy, remove or alter any other user’s files, without the owner’s knowledge and permission.  

• I will immediately report any damage or faults involving equipment or software, however this may have happened.  

• I will not open any hyperlinks in emails or any attachments to emails, unless I know and trust the person / organisation who sent the email.  

• I will not install or attempt to install or store programmes of any type on any school device, nor will I try to alter computer settings.  

• Where work is protected by copyright, I will not try to download copies. 

• I will always be polite when communicating with other students online.  

• I will not use abusive or strong language towards others, which may be humiliating and hurtful. I will not use any communication device whether provided 
by the school or personally owned to bully or harass others. 

• I will not post or distribute images or videos of others without their permission. 

• I will not post or send inappropriate images or videos of myself or others to anyone.  

• I will not post offensive or inappropriate comments about the school or members of staff.  

• I will not try and contact staff using my personal account.  

• I will be aware of “stranger danger”, when communicating online.  

• I understand that my parents/carers are responsible for my use of systems, devices and digital communications outside of school. I’m aware that any inci-
dents of misuse which are brought to the attention of the school and are deemed to cause harm or potential harm to myself, other people (students and 
teachers) and/or the school may be dealt with in an appropriate manner by the school and could involve a report being made to the Police.   

 

Violating the Acceptable Use Policy may result in:  

 

• Temporarily or permanently banned from using the Internet/network 

• Sanctions in line with the school’s Behaviour Policy  

• Legal action including criminal prosecution under appropriate British laws 

• In order to ensure smooth system operations, the System Administrator has the authority to monitor all accounts. Every effort will be made to protect 
privacy and security in this process.  
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Help and support for Mental Health 

If you find yourself or your child struggling with mental well-being and facing difficulties in 
coping, it is important to remember that you are not alone and assistance is readily available. 
It is possible for anyone to experience challenges with their mental health, regardless of who 
they are. We can offer support and guidance within school, both the Pastoral & Safeguarding 
teams are available. Also, depending on circumstances, there are various avenues through 
which you can seek support for mental well-being. For instance, you can reach out to your GP, 
get in touch with a helpline, or consult with a counselor or therapist. Provided below are a few 
organizations that can serve as a helpful starting point. Remember, you do not have to face 
this alone! These are all available during the Christmas break.  

NSPCC— Call 0808 800 500, nspcc.org.uk 

Mind— Call 0300 123 3393, mind.org.uk 

Shout—Text SHOUT to 85258 (24/7 text service), giveusashout.org 

Samaritans—Call 116 123, samaritans.org 

YoungMind—Text TM to 85258, youngminds.org.uk 

Calm—Call 0800 58 58 58, thecalmzone.net 

Papyrus—Call 0800 068 4141, papyrus-uk.org 

School Safeguarding Team: Mr Simpson, Mr Foskett, Mrs Taylor, Mrs Ager, Mr Herbert, Miss Julius & Mr Croydon 

Staffordshire Children Advice Support Service— 0800 111 8007  

You can call Staffordshire Children Advice Support Service as parent/carer or as a member of the public. If you have any concerns about a child 
you can call this number for support if you feel a child is at serious risk or harm.   

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
From everyone in The Wilnecote School Safeguarding School, we hope you have a wonderful festive break, spending valuable time with 
friends and family. Stay Safe! 

Finally... 
We recently had a visit from the Community Academies Trust Director of Safeguarding and Behaviour who commented on Safeguarding at the 
school, “The cornerstones of effective safeguarding are in place and key strategies and systems are in place to ensure students are safe in 
the school”. Also, “All students confirmed they have a ‘go-to’ staff member if they were worries about themselves or a friend.” 

Page 9 provides 
guidance to par-
ents/carers on 
supporting your 
children's mental 
health 

Early Help Support 
What is early help?  

Early help refers to any service that provides assistance to children and families at the earliest signs of difficulties. Early help services encom-
pass a range of support options, such as parenting support, play and activity groups, emotional health and wellbeing support, and communication 
and language support. These services, also known as early intervention services, are typically offered by local authorities. The specific type of 
support provided can vary greatly, with many services offering information, advice, and guidance to families. This support can be delivered on 
an individual basis or within a group setting. Additionally, early help services may assist families in finding solutions to specific challenges they 
may be facing.  

Who is early help for? 

There are early help services for parents, children or whole families. All early help is voluntary – families do not have to participate if they don’t 
want to. Early help could provide support at any stage in a child or young person’s life. Some are more likely to need this support than others, 
such as: Children in or leaving care, Children with disabilities, Young parents, Families facing abuse and conflict and Low-income families.  

Children and families have the opportunity to advantage of early assistance services within their community. Both our Pastoral & Safeguarding 
Teams work very closely with the Staffordshire Early Help Team and we can support families who require support, either giving advice or sup-
porting the referral process. For further information about Staffordshire Early Help please visit www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Care-for-children-and-

families/Familiesfirstpartners/yourearlyhelpteam.aspx 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk
http://www.mind.org.uk
http://www.giveusashout.org
http://www.samaritans.org
http://www.youngminds.org.uk
http://www.thecalmzone.net
http://www.papyrus-uk.org
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Care-for-children-and-families/Familiesfirstpartners/yourearlyhelpteam.aspx
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Care-for-children-and-families/Familiesfirstpartners/yourearlyhelpteam.aspx

